The efficacy of the immunoperoxidase technique for the detection of several antigens after destaining of stored stained sections.
1. Sections previously stained with hematoxylin-eosin and periodic acid-Schiff were destained and subjected to the peroxidase-antiperoxidase (PAP) technique for the identification of the following antigens: hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis B core antigen, alpha-1-antitrypsin, alpha-fetoprotein, immunoglobulin G and immunoglobulin M. 2. The results obtained after destaining of previously stained sections were similar to those obtained with material that had not been stained, indicating that the sensitivity and specificity of the immunological reaction had not been affected by the previous treatments. 3. The results reported here extend the number of antigens that can be detected by the PAP technique after destaining of sections stained by traditional histochemical methods and consequently increase the opportunity for retrospective studies.